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Since the time of the Xiongnu two thousand years ago the nomads of the Mongolian Plateau
traditionally looked south toward China for both plunder and trade. In 1215 Chingis Khan turned
his attention westward and by 1219 had decided to invade the Islamic realms of Inner Asia,
unleashing a sequence of events that would result in the sack of Baghdad in 1258 by his
grandson Khülegü and the fall of the 508 year-old Abbasid Caliphate. The dissolution of the
Caliphate by Khülegü dealt a blow to the Islamic world from which some might argue it has never
fully recovered. We are still to this day living with the consequences of the Mongol
invasion.“Chingis Khan Rides West” examines the motivation of Chingis Khan’s ride westward to
attack the Islamic world and recounts the fall of the great Silk Road cities of Bukhara,
Samarkand, Termez, Gurganj, and others.
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close of the year 1215 Temüjin, the Mongolian chieftain known to the world as Chingis Khan,
was sitting pretty. Nine years earlier, in 1206, he had defeated and brought under his rule most, if
not all, of the nomadic peoples of the Mongolian Plateau, and in a great assembly of the tribes
on the Onon River he had been confirmed as Chingis Khan, the Great Khan of the Mongols. He
then cast his gaze to the south, to the great sedentary civilizations of China which, for over a
thousand years, had been the plundering grounds of the nomads to the north. As early as 1205
his forces had raided the borderlands of the kingdom of Xi Xia, centered upon the modern-day
Ningxia and Gansu provinces of China, and returned with huge hauls of camels and other
livestock. In the autumn of 1207 a more ambitious raid raked in more plunder and even managed
to capture the town of Wulahai, near current-day Tingyuan, in the Alashan region. Still not ready
for a full-scale assault on Xi Xia, the raiders returned to their Mongolian homeland in the spring
of 1208.1Meanwhile, the people known as Uighurs, who occupied many of the oasis cities to the
north and south of the Tian Shan Mountains in modern-day Xinjiang Province, China, were
alerted to the rise of the Mongols and decided to make a strategic alliance with them. The
Uighurs had originated in Mongolia (the extensive ruins of their old capital of Ordu Baliq [“Royal
Camp Town”‚ also known as Karabalgasun], can still be seen in Arkhangai Aimag, north of the
town of Kharkhorin), and in the 840s they had migrated en masse to the Zungarian and eastern
Tarim basins in what is now Xinjiang. Since the 1130s they had been under the thumb of the
Qara Khitai, the remnants of the old Liao Dynasty (907-1125) in China who had migrated
westward and set up a powerful confederation centered upon current-day Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, and the western Tarim Basin.2 The Uighur ruler Barchuk, who held the title of Idikut
(“Sacred Majesty”), may have sensed that the Mongols were the ascendant power in Inner Asia.
If Chingis Khan succeeded in defeating Xi Xia, immediately to the east of the Barchuk’s
domains, he would no doubt soon turn his armies on the Uighurs themselves. By aligning
himself with Chingis early, Barchuk may have thought he could free himself from the Qara Khitai
and at the same time avoid a devastating attack by the Mongols. He was of course gambling that
the suzerainty of the Mongols would be less onerous than domination by the Qara Khitai.3In the
spring of 1209 Barchuk dispatched an embassy to the court of Chingis Khan with an offer to
accept the suzerainty of the Mongols: “If you, Genghis Khan, show me favour, I will be your fifth
son and will place all of my strength at your disposal.” Chingis agreed and even offered one of
his daughters, Altun, as a bride for the Idikut. Chingis stipulated, however, that Barchuk must



come to the camp of the Mongols and make obeisance to him personally, adding that the Idikut
should bring with him gifts of “gold, silver, small and large pearls, brocade, damasks, and silks.”4
(Here was an early indication of the Mongol fascination with fine fabrics—brocade, damask,
and, silks—which later motivated Chingis to turn his attention westward, to the Islamic realms of
Inner Asia, a major source of these rich materials.) Barchuk agreed to accept Mongol suzerainty
in 1209, making the Uighurs the first sedentary people south of the Mongolian Plateau to come
under Mongol rule. Still, just to be on the safe side, Barchuk bided his time until 1211, awaiting
the final outcome of the Mongol war against the Xi Xia, before finally appearing in person at the
court of the Mongols on the Kherlen River in central Mongolia.In any case, Chingis had by 1209
gained a valuable ally in Barchuk and the Uighurs. He could now invade Xi Xia without fear of an
attack from his western flank, and he could utilize the administrative and intellectual abilities of
the much more cultured Uighurs. Plundering a sedentary culture was one thing, but ruling it and
successfully collecting taxes was another. The Uighurs would provide much of the expertise
needed to govern the lands that Chingis would conquer, and they would provide the hitherto
illiterate Mongols with a writing system adapted from their own Uighur vertical script. (This
Uighuro-Mongol vertical script would remain in use in Mongolia until the adaption of the Cyrillic
alphabet in the 20th century and since the early 1990s has enjoyed a modest resurgence.)As
important as the Uighur’s intellectual acumen was the location of the land they occupied. With
their summer capital of Qocho (also known as Gaochang, Qarakhoja, and Houzhou,) near
current-day Turpan, on the south side of the Tian Shan Mountains, and their winter capital of
Beshbaliq, near current-day Jimsar, on the north side, and controlling a host of other oasis cities
strung like beads on a necklace from Hami in the east to Kucha in the west, the Uighurs sat
directly astride the main trunks of the Silk Road between China and the great Islamic
civilizations of Inner Asia and the Mideast. Uighuristan at this time was still largely Buddhist, but
Islam was inexorably advancing eastward by means of both conquest and ostensibly peaceful
Muslim traders on the Silk Road. By adding Uighuristan to his domains without a battle, Chingis
gained an invaluable window to the West through which he may have gotten a tantalizing
glimpse of the fabulously rich and cultured Islamic civilizations shimmering like mirages on the
horizon, a world totally unlike anything the rude nomads from the steppes of Mongolia had
hitherto imagined possible.With the Uighurs securely in his corner Chingis was ready to launch a
full-scale invasion of Xi Xia. The people of Xi Xia, known as Tanguts, founded the Xi Xia Dynasty,
or “Great State of White and High”, in 1038. The Tanguts were a people of Tibeto-Burman
extraction who had developed a prosperous agrarian and livestock-breeding culture and
occupied well-fortified towns and cities. They aspired to some level of culture and soon
developed their own writing system, based on Chinese ideograms, which they used to translate
both Tibetan Buddhist texts and the Chinese classics. While espousing Chinese culture, they
also practiced Tibetan-style Vajrayana Buddhism. They also maintained a large army and, at
their height, were one of the strongest military powers in Inner Asia. Like the Uighurs, they sat
astride the Silk Road, controlling the vital Gansu Corridor, a narrow strip of land between the



rugged mountains to the south and the inhospitable deserts to the north through which Silk
Road caravans had to pass.The inter-tribal warfare in Mongolia at the beginning of the thirteenth
century had decimated the herds of the nomads, and the early Mongol raids into Xi Xia in 1205
and 1207 were mainly attempts to capture livestock which was then driven back to Mongolia.”5
These raids, however, were enough to alert the Tanguts to the danger of the nomads to the north
who like wolves swooped down on their herds. The failure of the Xi Xia ruler at the time, Li
Chunyu, to protect his domains may have led to the palace revolt that deposed him in late 1207.
The new ruler Li Anguan, perhaps hoping to placate the Mongols and buy time, gave Chingis
one of his daughters as a bride. At the same time, he strengthened the country’s defenses in
anticipation of another Mongol attack. He didn’t have long to wait. Having subdued the Uighurs
to the west without a battle, Chingis was now ready for a full-scale onslaught upon the territory
coterminous with the North China plain controlled by the Chin Dynasty, his ultimate target.In
early 1209 Chingis himself led an army 650 miles south to the domains of Xi Xia and soon
captured the border town of Wulahai. The Xi Xia armies rallied, however, and a stalemate
ensued until the end of summer when reinforcements arrived from Mongolia. The Tanguts were
soon driven back to their fortified cites, including their capital of Ningxia, current-day Yincheng,
on the Yellow River. A weakness of the Mongols was soon revealed. Although masters of
horseback warfare on the open steppe, they had very little experience in besieging fortified
cities. Having surrounded the Xi Xia capital, Chingis attempted various stratagems to capture it,
including diverting the waters of the Yellow River in an attempt to flood the city, but by the end of
1209 none had succeeded. In the meantime, the Xi Xia ruler had sent messengers to the Chin
ruler in Zhongdu (current-day Beijing), asking for assistance against the Mongols. His advisors
recommended sending an army to relieve the besieged city, arguing that if Xi Xia fell, the Chin
themselves would be Chingis’s next target. The emperor responded, “It is an advantage to my
state if its enemies attack each other. What grounds do we have for concern?”6 No relief army
was sent, and the Xi Xia were left to their own devices. This proved to be a fatal miscalculation
on the part of the Chin emperor.In January of 1210 the Mongols themselves suffered a setback
when the waters of the Yellow River, perhaps diverted by the Tanguts themselves, flooded their
own camp. Faced with a stalemate, negotiations began between Chingis and the Xi Xia ruler.
Control of the countryside by the Mongols was a fait accompli, but Chingis offered to let the
Tanguts keep control of their cities as long as they provided auxiliary troops for the Mongol army.
The Xi Xia ruler declined, pointing out that “We are a nation of town-dwellers. We would not be in
a state to fight as auxiliaries in the event of a long march followed by a heated battle.”7 He did
offer to provide the Mongols with herds of camels and other livestock, trained falcons, wool
garments, silk cloth, and, as a final sweetener, another one of his delectable daughters as a
bride for Chingis Khan himself. Although the Tanguts were allowed to remain as figureheads in
their own country, most of their territories were now effectively controlled by the Mongols. For the
moment Chingis Khan was satisfied with the outcome, but he would never forgive the Tanguts
for refusing to provide him with troops. Before he died he would return to Xi Xia and exact a



terrible revenge.The defeat of the Xi Xia served a number of purposes: the campaign was good
training for the upcoming war with the much stronger Chin Dynasty, and it had revealed
weaknesses in the Mongol army—namely their ignorance of siege techniques—which would
have to be corrected before any further campaigns against fortified cities. A western springboard
for the invasion of the Chin Dynasty domains had been secured, and the Mongols now
controlled the Gansu Corridor, the bottleneck through which most of the caravan routes that
originated in Xian and other Silk Road terminuses had to pass.8 The Mongols now sat astride
the Silk Road from the boundaries of the Chin Dynasty domains in the east to the western edge
of Uighuristan in the Tarim Basin. The road had been cleared for Chingis’s attack on the Chin
Dynasty, the rulers of northern China, still considered to be the richest source of plunder and the
ultimate prize by the nomads from the Mongolian Plateau.The people known as Jurchens who
eventually founded the Jurchen, or Chin Dynasty, originated around the timbered basins of the
Amur, Ussuri, and Sungari rivers in Manchuria, in what is now northeast China. They spoke
Tungusic, an eastern extension of the Altaic language family closely related to Manchu, the
language of the people who would later create the Qing Dynasty.9 It was completely different
from the Chinese language and thus, from the Chinese viewpoint, marked the Jurchens as an
alien people. Almost nothing is known of their history prior to the tenth century a.d. Apparently
they began to use iron only in the early eleventh century. One tribe of the Jurchen, the Wanyan,
began making farming tools and weapons from iron and on the basis of this new technology
soon dominated their neighbors. Under the leadership of a chieftain known as Wugunai (1021–
1074), the Wanyan soon assumed leadership of a confederation of the various Jurchen tribes.
Wugunai, according to contemporary histories, “was addicted to wine and women and could out
drink anyone,” but he was also a warrior of legendary stature.10 His sons and grandsons
emulated his military exploits, and by 1114 his grandson Aguda and a horse-mounted army of
some 10,000 men had defeated a 100,000-man army sent north to the borderlands by the
emperor of the Liao Dynasty (907–1125), then in control of much of northern China. Based on
his military exploits, Aguda audaciously claimed the Mandate of Heaven and, at the beginning of
the first lunar month in the year 1115, proclaimed the commencement of the Chin (Gold)
Dynasty with himself as emperor. He then launched a full-scale assault on the territories of the
Liao Dynasty. The various Liao capitals fell one-by-one, culminating with the Southern Capital
(current-day Beijing) in 1122.11In 1125, the last of the Liao rulers, the Tianzou Emperor, was
captured while trying to escape westward through the Ordos Desert. This signaled the end of
the Liao Dynasty. The same year the Jurchens attacked the Song Dynasty, which controlled
much of middle and southern China. The Song capital of Kaifeng quickly fell, followed by
Taiyuan and other strategic Song cities. On January 16, 1127, the Song Emperor Qinzong
personally surrendered to the Jurchens. Intermittent fighting between the Jurchens and hold-out
Song forces would continue for years, but by the 1140s the southern boundary of the Chin
Dynasty would be fixed roughly along the course of the Huai River, about two hundred miles
south of the Yellow River, where the wheat and millet fields of northern China graded into the



rice paddies of southern China. South of here the reconstituted Song, known as the Southern
Song Dynasty (1127-1279), would continue to rule.12With the defeat of the Liao Dynasty in
1125 the Chin had turned their attention north to the Mongolian Plateau. While still engaged with
the Song Dynasty, they had no desire to confront their potentially dangerous neighbors to the
north and sought instead to court their friendship or at least neutrality. Thus it was that they
invited to their court Khabul Khan, the great-grandfather of Chingis Khan. Khabul Khan was the
leader of the Khamag Mongols, a loose confederation of the various Mongol tribes, and thus one
of the most powerful men on the Mongolian Plateau. The details are hazy, but some sources
suggest this meeting took place during the coronation of the Chin emperor Xizong in 1125 at the
Chin capital of Zhongdu.13 During the meeting Khabul Khan reportedly got roaringly drunk and
in his intoxicated state even dared to tug on the emperor’s beard. Not wanting to antagonize the
capricious Mongol ruler, Xizong apparently shrugged this off as the playful antics of an uncouth
barbarian. He even loaded down Khabul Khan with generous gifts of gold, precious stones, and
rich fabrics when he left the capital. The emperor’s courtiers took a dimmer view; infuriated by
what they perceived as insults to the emperor, they dispatched troops to capture Khabul Khan
and bring him back for punishment. Khabul Khan managed to escape, but the seeds of ill will
were planted between the Chin Court and the Mongols.Although various treaties sought to
maintain trade and tribute relations between the Jurchen and the Mongols, their alliance
continued to deteriorate. War broke out between the two parties in 1139, 1143, and in 1147, and
the Jurchen suffered some humiliating defeats. After the latter conflict, the Jurchen agreed to
sent the Mongols yearly gifts—essentially bribes—of livestock, grain, and silk in an effort to
secure peace along the borderlands. The gifts of fabrics alone amounted to 300,000 bales of
fine silk and 300,000 bales of coarse silk a year. When his cousin Ambakhai became khan of the
Khamag Mongols after Khabul Khan’s death, the Jurchen decided that it was finally time to rein
in the unruly nomads. They contrived with the Tatars, their erstwhile allies and hereditary
enemies of the Mongols, to capture both Ambakhai and Khabul Khan’s own son Ökin Barkhakh
and take them as prisoners to the Chin capital, where they were executed by nailing them onto a
wooden donkey, a traditional punishment for rebellious tribesmen. Before he died, Ambakhai
managed to dispatch a courier, a man named Balaqachi, back to Mongolia with a message for
Khutula, one of Khabul Khan’s sons, and his own son, Qadaan-taishi: “I became the Khan of all,
Lord of the Nation . . . I have been captured by the Tartar people. Do not follow my example.
Strive until the nails of your five fingers splinter and your ten fingers drop from you hands to
avenge me.”14For the moment Ambakhai’s supplication would go unanswered. The Jurchen and
Tatars renewed their attacks on the Mongols, and by the time of Chingis Khan’s birth in 1162, the
confederation of tribes ruled over by Khabul Khan and later by his son Khutula had collapsed.
Anarchy reigned among the Mongols. According to the Persian historian Ata Malik Juvaini (1226–
1283):They had no chief or ruler. Each tribe lived separately; they were not united with one
another, and there was constant fighting and hostility between them. Some of them regarded
robbery and violence, immorality and debauchery as deeds of manliness and excellence. The



Khan of Kitai [the Jurchen emperor of the Chin Dynasty] used to demand and seize goods from
them. Their clothing was of the skins of dogs and mice, and their food was the flesh of those
animals and other dead things . . .15Temüjin, the future Chingis Khan, although the great-
grandson of Khabul Khan, ruler of the Khamag Mongols, was born into straitened
circumstances, and after the murder of his father at the hands of Tatars his family was reduced
to outright poverty. At one point, according to the thirteenth century Secret History of the
Mongols, the entire family had only nine horses and was reduced to eating marmots and
mice.16 Temüjin’s rise to power has been oft-related elsewhere and will not be recounted here.
Suffice it to say that by 1189 he had been recognized as Khan of the Mongol tribes at a
convocation held at Khökh Nuur (Blue Lake) in what is now Khentii Aimag, and, according to
some accounts, it was at this time that he was given the title of Chingis Khan. By 1206 he had
defeated most of the other tribes who had opposed him, and at a convocation on the Onon River
his title of Chingis Khan was affirmed. From this point on, he was the undisputed ruler of the
Mongolian Plateau.During Chingis Khan’s rise to power he had sought the patronage of Tooril,
the powerful ruler of the Kerait Tribe who was headquartered in the valley of the Tuul River, not
far from current-day Ulaanbaatar. Tooril had recognized the nominal suzerainty of the Chin and
apparently paid tribute to them. In return he was awarded the title of Wang (or Ong) Khan. As
one of Tooril’s vassals, Temüjin also received a minor title from the Jurchens of the Chin Dynasty
and may have also paid tribute to them. There are also hints that Temüjin sought refuge among
the Jurchens during low points in his early career when he was being hounded by more powerful
tribes in Mongolia.17 Chingis Khan and the Wang Khan would later fall out, and the Keraits
would be defeated, calling into question the Chin title Temüjin had received as one of the Kerait
ruler’s vassals. The Chin, for their part, still believed that Chingis Khan owed them loyalty and
tribute, even after he had been confirmed as leader of all the Mongols at the 1206 convocation
on the Onon River. The Jurchens were no doubt aware that, having become the most powerful
ruler on the Mongolian Plateau, Chingis now posed a direct threat to themselves, but at the time
they were embroiled in a war with the Song Dynasty in the south of China and could not confront
Chingis directly.In 1208 the Chin Dynasty finally sought to clarify their relationship with Chingis
Khan. The Chin emperor Zhangzong sent his uncle Wanyan Yongji, the Prince of Wei, north to
reaffirm their suzerainty and receive tribute from Chingis.18 The Mongol Khan met with the
prince but refused to make the proper signs of obeisance. It soon became clear the Chingis no
longer recognized the Chin as his overlords. No mention was made of tribute. The infuriated
Prince returned to China and began mobilizing troops to attack the Mongols. In late 1208
Emperor Zhangzong died and Wanyan Yongji became the new ruler of the Chin Dynasty. The
attack was postponed, and instead Wanyan Yongji sent an ambassador to Chingis with the news
that he was now the Altan Khan (Golden Khan), as the Mongols called the Chin Emperor, and
that Chingis should declare his loyalty to him. Chingis, however, apparently had not been to
impressed by Wanyan Yongji at their previous meeting. According to one account, when Chingis
was asked by the ambassador to make obeisance to the new emperor, he “flew into a rage” and



stormed: “‘Is an imbecile like [Wanyan Yongji] worthy of the throne and am I to humble myself
before him?‘”19 He answered his own question by turning to the south and spitting in the
direction of China. The ambassador was dismissed and Chingis rode away to the north. The
import of these actions was clear to the Chin Emperor: Chingis Khan was declaring war on the
Chin Dynasty.20Chingis Khan’s disdain for the Chin Dynasty was not based on mere bravado.
He had been receiving intelligence about the weakness of the Chin even before his affirmation
as Khan of the Mongols in 1206. Muslim merchants who traded in both northern China and
Mongolia had kept him apprised of the various internal disputes in the Chin court and of the
grumblings of discontented peasants. One Muslim merchant, a man named Jafar, was an early
stalwart of the Mongol Khan, and Chingis eventually sent him to the Chin court fishing for
information. Chin officials quickly surmised that he was a spy and dismissed him, but during his
travels in northern China he gathered much information that would later prove useful to the
Mongols.21 Then in late 1206 and again in 1208 dissidents and defectors from the Chin brought
Chingis brought more news of political upheavals and social disturbances in northern China, but
he was still not ready to be drawn into a conflict with his powerful neighbors to the south.His
confrontation with the Chin ambassador seems to have marked a turning point in Chingis’s
altitude toward the Chin. In early 1211 Chingis summoned his followers to a convocation on the
Kherlen River where the subject of an attack on the Chin Dynasty was broached. Moreover, the
Uighur Idikut Barluk appeared in person as he had earlier promised and cemented his
allegiance to the Mongols. With the Tanguts of Xi Xia already neutralized and the Uighurs firmly
in his corner, Chingis now controlled the western approaches to the territory of the Chin. The
pieces were falling into place for an invasion.Still, before riding south, Chingis climbed to the top
of a high mountain—local people to this day claim it was 7,749-foot Khentii Khaan Uul, also
known as the Burkhan Khaldun of the Khamag Mongols, in current-day Khentii Aimag (the
president of Mongolia is still required to go to a pilgrimage to the summit of this mountain at least
once every four years)—and sought the guidance of Ikh Tenger, the Great God of the Eternal
Blue Sky.22 According to the Persian historian Rashid al-Din, Chingis proclaimed:O Eternal
Heaven! You know and accept that the Altan Khan [Chin Emperor] is the wind which fanned the
tumult, that it is he who began this quarrel. He it was who, without cause, executed Ökin
Barkhakh and Ambakhai Khan, captured and delivered over to him by the Tatars. These were
the elder relatives of my father and grandfather and I seek to avenge their blood.23The Persian
historian Minhaj al-Siraj Juzjani (b. 1193) relates the same episode, but with differing details.
According to Juzjani, after learning about the situation in the Chin realm from the above
mentioned Jafar, Chingis:determined upon the design of rebelling, got his forces ready, and first
directed so that the whole of the Mughal [Mongol] families assembled together at the base of a
mountain. He enjoined that all the men should be separated from the women, and the children
from their mothers: and for three whole days and nights all of them remained bare-headed; and
for three days no one tasted food, and no animal was allowed to milk its young. The Chingiz
Khan himself entered [a felt tent], and placed a tent-rope about his neck, and came not forth



from it for three nights and days, and during this period, the whole of the people . . . were crying
out, Tingri ![Tengri], Tingri! After three days, at dawn, on the fourth day, the Chingiz Khan issued
from the tent and exclaimed, “Tingri hath given me victory. Now we are ready to wreak our
vengeance upon the Altun Khan!”24As is clear from these accounts Chingis attempted to justify
his attack on the Chin Dynasty as revenge for the deaths of his relatives. There were, of course,
other considerations. In his struggle to attain supremacy on the Mongolian Plateau, Chingis had
mobilized large armies, and these men were traditionally paid in plunder. With their enemies on
the Mongolian Plateau already defeated there was little left to loot. Once again the nomads of
the steppe turned their attention south, where the rich and fattened cities of China glittered on
the far horizon.The invasion began in May of 1211. This was no small move on Chingis’s part.
The Chin Dynasty, despite the symptoms of dynastic decay that had been reported to Chingis by
his various spies, was still one of the five or six great sedentary states of Eurasia. The Chin state
had a population of perhaps 40,000,000, although only around 3,000,000 of the populace were
Jurchens, descendants of the original Jurchen tribesmen from Manchuria, the rest being Han
Chinese and other indigenous peoples. The Chin state could muster approximately 150,000
cavalrymen, most of the m Jurchens, and 300,000 to 400,000 infantrymen, most of them
Chinese. The loyalty of the Chinese infantry was, of course, in question. Still, according to one
modern historian, “the Chin army retained a reputation as the most powerful military state in the
known world.”25 Chingis had under his overall command one army of perhaps 50,000 cavalry
led by himself and another army of 50,000 cavalrymen led by his three sons. His ranks would
soon be swollen with discontented tribesmen and deserters from the Chin.The Mongols first
confronted the Onggut, a tribe of nomads that guarded the southern rim of the Mongolian
Plateau on behalf of the Chin Dynasty. Their leader Alakush quickly defected to Chingis along
with many of his troops, demonstrating just how tenuous a hold the Jurchens had over many of
their subjects. Loyalists along the Onggut reacted by assassinating Alakush, but at the urging of
his nephew and heir the rest of the Ongguts soon fell in line and joined the Chingis’s forces.
Several towns near Kalgan (present day Zhangjiakhou) on the very edge of the Mongolian
Plateau quickly fell to advancing nomads, and more border troops deserted. Liu Bailin, the Chin
commander of the town of Weining defected and would go on to play a leading role in the defeat
of the dynasty.With the Mongols, their ranks now swelled with former Chin auxiliary troops,
poised on the very edge of the great ramparts overlooking the farm lands of northern China and
within a couple days ride of the Central Capital of Zhongdu (Beijing), the Jurchen court panicked
and put out a peace feeler, apparently thinking that this was just a another Mongol raid in search
of quick loot and that Chingis could be bought off with some suitable bribes. When this initial
overture was rejected, a senior envoy, a Khitan man by the name of Shimo Mingan who knew
the Mongolian language and had earlier met with Chingis in Mongolia, was sent north with more
serious peace proposals. Shimo Mingan promptly defected to the Mongols and was made a
commander of both Mongol detachments and of native Chinese troops who had now turned on
the Jurchens.26The now-augmented Mongolian forces swept down upon the North China plain



and by the autumn of 2011 they had invested the Chin Western Capital (modern-day Datong, in
Shanxi Province). The Chin commander of the Western Capital, a man named Hushahu, who
one modern historian describes as an “irascible ruffian,” abandoned his post, allowing the
Mongols to take over the city (there were rumors the Mongols had bribed him), and another Chin
general, the commander of Chin armies in the west, also turned and fled with most of his troops
to the Central Capital, even though they far-outnumbered their Mongol opponents. The official
history of the Chin Dynasty would later declare that the desertion of their posts by these two
commanders was an foreboding sign: “The spirit of resolution was lost and could not be
regained. The collapse of the Chin was foretold by this event.”27With the approaches to the city
unguarded, the Mongol armies quickly moved eastward, and by the end of the year had invested
the main capital of Zhongdu, where the Chin court was headquartered. In early 1212, after laying
siege to Zhongdu for a month but failing to take the well-fortified city, the Mongols decided to
return back to the Mongolian Plateau. Chingis himself had been wounded by an arrow in the
battle for the Western Capital and his injury may have contributed to his decision to withdraw.
Chingis had by no means been defeated. On their way home the Mongols even detoured
eastward to loot the Chin Eastern Capital (current day Liaoyang in Liaoning Province). The
Mongols were simply retiring to the fastness of the Mongolian Plateau to enjoy their loot, let their
horses fatten on the steppe over the summer, and regroup for their next assault. The
weaknesses of the Chin Dynasty had been exposed, and Chingis intended to exploit them.In
early 1213 the Mongols again descended onto the plains on North China. The Western Capital
was quickly retaken and the main capital of Zhongdu again besieged. While many Chin troops
were tied down in the capital, Mongol troops spent the summer and fall rampaging across the
North China plain, looting and plundering much of current-day Shanxi, Hebei, and Shandong
provinces. By early 1214 the armies had converged on the Central Capital and Chingis himself
was bivouacked in the northern suburbs. The noose around the city was tightened, and his sons
and generals urged him to attack the city and to put an end to the Chin Dynasty once and for
all.Inside the city walls the Chin Court was in shambles. Hushahu, the same man who had
abandoned the Western Capital in 1211, had made his way to the Central Capital where he
made a bid to seize control of the Chin Dynasty himself. First, he killed the governor of the city
and then seized the sitting Chin Emperor, the hapless Wanyan Yongji, whom Chingis had earlier
dismissed as an “imbecile”. After ordering court eunuchs to kill Wanyan Yongji, he connived to
put the aging Wanyan Xun, the older brother of Emperor Zhangzong, who had died back in
1208, on the throne as the new Chin emperor. Hushahu himself hoped to rule as the power
behind the throne. But the backstabbing was not over. Shuhu Gaoji, a Chin general who
harbored his own ambitions, seized Hushahu and had him executed. Now Wanyan Xun, who
Hushahu had intended only as a figurehead, was ruling the Chin as the Emperor Xuanzong.
Whether he would be able to right the tottering Chin State and defend it against the Mongols
camped outside the walls of his capital was open to question.28Chingis, with his well-developed
spy network, must have been well aware of the turmoil in the inner circles of the Chin. Yet, when



pressed to force the walls of the Central Capital and overthrow the dynasty, he hesitated.
Plundering the countryside was one thing; actually overthrowing a dynasty and assuming the
responsibility for governing its subjects was quite another matter. He had seized control of the Xi
Xia Empire to the west while leaving the Tanguts to govern under his suzerainty, and perhaps he
envisioned the same relationship with the Chin. And there were very immediate, practical
considerations to take into account. The siege had already dragged on for months, and more
months might be required to finally take Zhongdu. The Mongol forces drawn up around the
capital were desperately short of food. The Christian missionary Carpini, who would later visit
the Mongol court, claimed that the Mongols outside Zhongdu were so starved that they resorted
to cannibalism, killing their own comrades for food. One out of every ten died to provide
sustenance for the others, he claimed. This may have been a slanderous exaggeration, but
numerous other sources attest to the dire straits of the Mongol troops. Rashid al-Din reported
that “things were so bad they ate the corpses of their dead companions and of fallen horses;
they even ate hay.”29 To make matters worse, an epidemic of some unspecified disease soon
raged among the Mongol troops, and with the onset of spring the legendary heat of the North
China plain would be debilitating to both the nomads, who were used to their cool highlands on
the Mongolian Plateau, and to their horses. It was not clear how much longer the Mongols could
hold out.Chingis decided to make peace overtures. The Muslim merchant Jafar, a long time
camp follower of Chingis who years earlier served as his envoy to the Chin and whose
knowledge of the geography of the north China plain had proved invaluable during the invasion,
was chosen to negotiate with the Jurchen court. The embattled Jurchens quickly came to terms,
offering huge material inducements to persuade Chingis and his men to return to Mongolia. As
part of the settlement, according to one source, Chingis received a Chin princess as a wife, 500
boy and girl slaves, 3000 horses, and large quantities of gold and expensive fabrics.30 The
Secret History maintains that Chingis himself got only a princess named Qiguo but that his
soldiers received vast qualities of gold, silver, satin, silk, and other expensive goods: “Our
soldiers loaded as much of the satin and other goods as they could carry, tied the loads with silk,
and left.”31 Thus Chingis and his troops returned to the cool steppes of Mongolia laden with
booty, and there was no doubt great rejoicing among the Mongolian women when they saw the
luxurious silks, satins, and brocades their men had brought home for them.The Mongols would
not have long to enjoy their plunder. In July, while they were fattening their horses on the steppe,
came the disturbing news that Emperor Xuanzong had abandoned Zhongdu, the Central
Capital. On 30,000 carts, and accompanied by 3000 camel loads of treasure, the Chin court and
government had left Zhongdu and was on its way to the Southern Capital (current-day Kaifeng),
hopefully out of reach of further Mongol incursions. Many Jurchens viewed this apparent refusal
to face the Mongol threat head-on as abject cowardice on the part of their leadership. Mutinies
broke about among Jurchen troops and even more units defected to the Mongols. The Southern
Song Dynasty, sensing the impotence of the Chin, refused to cough up the tribute it had
previously promised to pay them. Chingis Khan, after the humiliating terms he had earlier



imposed on the Chin, considered them to be subordinate to the Mongols, effectively part of the
nascent Mongol Empire, and he viewed the move south as a treacherous attempt on the part of
the Chin Emperor to regroup and continue the fighting, despite the treaty agreements of early
1214.32 Obviously the war with the Chin was not over.In the autumn of 1214 Mongols armies
again poured off the Mongolian Plateau, and by the end of the year Zhongdu was once more
invested. The court and government may have fled, but the inhabitants of Zhongdu, including the
army units that had remained, were by no means ready to surrender their walled and well-
fortified city. In their earlier battles with the Xi Xia, the Mongols had failed to take any major
fortified cities due to their ignorance of siege techniques. This weakness again manifested itself.
The walls of the city refused to yield, and a brutal war of attrition played out through the winter
and spring of 1215. Food supplies within the city were soon exhausted and according to the
Secret History, “the remaining soldiers, who began to grow thin and die, ate human flesh.”33
When a relief train sent to the beleaguered city was captured by the Mongols, the defenders
knew they were doomed. The commandant of Zhongdu, Wayen Fuxing, committed suicide, and
in late May or early June of 1215 troops led by the Khitan Shimo Mingan, who had defected to
the Mongols back in 1211, forced their way into the city. A month-long orgy of looting and
mayhem ensued. According to one account, 60,000 women and girls committed suicide by
throwing themselves from the city walls in order to avoid capture by the Mongols.34 This was no
doubt an exaggeration, but after huge amounts of loot had been seized a large part of the
populace was massacred and much of the city burned.Chingis then ordered an inventory of the
gold, silver, fine fabrics, and other valuable goods that had been plundered in the city and sent
three men, Öngür, Arkhai Khasar, and Shigikhutug to take control of the looted goods. The vice-
regent of the vanquished city, a man named Khada, met them, in the words of the Secret History,
“face to face, taking with him some gold-embroidered and patterned satins.” There are hints that
near the end of the siege this man had opened the gates of Zhongdu to the Mongols, apparently
in an effort to save his own life.35 Now it appeared he was offering gifts—bribes—to the three
Mongols, in an effort to ensure their good will. Shigikhutug, a member of the Tatar tribe who as a
small boy had been captured by the Mongols and adopted by Chingis’s mother, refused to take
the gift. Pointing out that the city of Zhongdu and everything in it belonged to Chingis Khan, he
said, “How can you steal Chingis Khan’s goods and satins and bring them here and give to us
behind his back? I will not take them.”36 The other two men took the gifts. Later, Chingis Khan,
perhaps expecting that Khada would attempt to bribe the three men, asked them if they had
been offered any gifts. Shigikhutug replied that Khada had offered them “gold-embroidered and
patterned satins,” adding he had refused the gift but the other two had taken it. Chingis “angrily
rebuked” the two other men but praised Shigikhutug for his honesty. He asked Shigikhutug, “Will
you not become my seeing eyes, my listening ears?”37 This might be construed to mean that
Chingis was asking him to become a spy and informer; in any case, Chingis later appointed him
as a judge, and he would play an increasingly important role in the Mongol court. For our
purposes, this incident shows the importance the Mongols attached to satins and other



luxurious fabrics.Meanwhile, the Eastern Capital (current day Liaoyang in Liaoning Province)
had also fallen to the Mongols. No siege had been necessary. By means of various subterfuges
the nomads had entered the city “without firing a single arrow.”38 One hundred thousand
soldiers threw down their arms and surrendered, and vast amounts of loot were seized. Thus by
the summer of 1215 Chingis Khan again occupied much of North China. This time he had no
intention of allowing all of his troops to return to Mongolia and handing nominal control of the
conquered areas back to the Chin. He demanded that Xuanzong, still cowering in the Southern
Capital, cede to him outright the lands the Mongols now occupied plus additional areas in
current-day Hebei and Shandong provinces that were still claimed by the Chin. Henceforth,
Xuanzong would rule over only a small rump state in the middle Yellow River Valley (modern-day
Henan Province) with Kaifeng as its capital.39The Chin would not be totally extinguished until
1234, but by the end of 1215 Chingis Khan had at least nominal control of most of Northern
China and ruled as suzerain over Xi Xia to the west and Uighuristan still farther west. The great
trade routes which Occidental peoples would later call the Silk Road were now open from its
various eastern terminuses, including the old Chin Central Capital of Zhongdu, through the
Gansu Corridor to the great oasis cities of Uighuristan at the foot of the Tian Shan Mountains.
News of these monumental events quickly spread beyond the Tian Shan, and soon
ambassadors of the great Islamic empires of Inner Asia were wending their way eastward to
learn what they could about the great conqueror who seemed to have appeared out of nowhere
and now stood astride one the world’s most ancient civilizations.Ambassadors, Trade Missions,
and the Catastrophe at OtrarOne ruler who could not help but take note of Chingis Khan’s
sudden rise to power in the East was Ala ad-Din Muhammad II (r. 1200–1220), the Sultan of the
Khwarezmian Empire, also known as the Khwarezmshah. At its height, the empire over which he
would reign was the most powerful state in Inner Asia. The Khwarezmian Empire was centered
upon the ancient province on Khwarezm on the lower reaches of Amu Darya River and its delta
where it flowed into the Aral Sea. By 1215, the Khwarezmshah’s burgeoning domains included
Transoxiania (also known as Mawarannahr, Arabic for “that which is beyond the river”), located
between the middle stretches of the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya River, in current-day
Uzbekistan and southern Kazakhstan, and much of ancient Khorasan, comprised of what is now
western Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, and northeastern Iran. By 1217 his empire would include
Iraq-i Ajam, in current-day central and northwestern Iran, and the rest of western Iran south to
the Persian Gulf. Strictly speaking, Khwarezm refers to the core territory of the empire that
straddling the lower Amu Darya. Henceforth, we will refer to the Khwarezmshah’s domains
collectively as the Khwarezmian Empire or just Khwarezmia.In the far west, at the edge of the
Iranian Plateau, the Khwarezmshah’s territories abutted Mesopotamia and its capital of
Baghdad, home of the long-reigning (since 750 a.d.) Abbasid Caliphate headed by Caliph an-
Nasir (r. 1180–1225), the Commander of the Faithful in the Islamic geosphere. An-Nasir had
managed to restore the military power of the Caliphate after its subjugation by the Saljuq Turks
and in the late 1190s clashed with the Khwarezmshah’s father, Ala ad-Din Tekesh (r. 1172–



1200). There was still bad blood between the Khwarezmshah and an-Nasir, but in 1215 the
former was not yet ready to directly challenge the Abbasid Caliphate. Instead, the restlessly
ambitious Khwarezmshah turned his attention eastward. The Muslim traders from Khwarezmia
who did business in China may have informed him of the fractures in the Chin Dynasty and
unrest among the peasantry in North China. This intelligence had given the Khwarezmshah
ideas, and there are some indications that he considered attacking China himself. Rashid al-Din
asserts that the Khwarezmshah, as far back as 1205, entertained visions of invading China.1
The Persian historian Juzjani claimed to have heard straight from the lips of a secretary to one of
the ministers of the Khwarezmshah:that the ambition to appropriate the countries of Chin had
become implanted in the heart of Sultan Muhammad [the Khwarezmshah], and he was
constantly making inquiry respecting those states, and used to ask the comers from the
territories of Chin and the extreme limits of Turkistan about them. We [his servants] used to make
representations in order to lead him from entertaining that resolution, but in no manner was that
thought removed from his mind until he despatched the Sayyid-i-Ajali, Baha-ud-Din, the Razi, for
that important affair.”2His informants from the “extreme limits of Turkestan” also may have
apprised the Khwarezmshah that the Uighurs, whose territories came close to his own eastward
boundaries, had several years earlier recognized a chieftain known as Chingis Khan, the leader
of a little-known people from the Mongolian Plateau, as their overlord. Now came the perplexing
rumors that this same Chingis Khan had swept into North China and, after shouldering aside the
Chin Dynasty, had taken the reins of the country into his own hands. The Khwarezmshah
decided it was time to find out more about Chingis Khan and the Mongols. In late 1215, he
dispatched eastward an embassy led by the above-mentioned Baha al-Din Razi with
instructions to meet Chingis Khan, find out if it was true that he now controlled North China,
determine the extent of his forces, and divine what his further intentions were. Juzjani claims that
his account of the embassy passed straight from the mouth of Baha al-Din Razi into his own ear.
According to Baha al-Din Razi:“When we arrived within the boundaries [of the Chin territories]
and near to the seat of government of the Altun Khan (Chin Emperor] from a considerable
distance a high white mound appeared in sight, so distant, that between us and that high place
was a distance of two or three stages . . . We [members of the embassy] supposed that [the]
white eminence was perhaps a hill of snow, and we made inquiries of the guides and the people
of that part, and they replied, ‘The whole of it is the bones of men slain.’ When we proceeded
onwards another stage, the ground had become so greasy and dark from human fat, that it was
necessary for us to advance another three stages on that same road, until we came to dry
ground again.”3Beneath the walls of the city itself were more huge heaps of bones; some of
these, according to Baha al-Din Razi, were the remains of the aforementioned 60,000 Chin
women who had allegedly committed suicide to avoid falling into the hands of the Mongols. The
stench from the decaying bodies made it nearly impossible to breath, and an epidemic caused
by the unburied corpses had broken out, causing several members of Baha al-Din Razi’s own
party to fall ill and die.Where Baha al-Din Razi and his party finally met up with Chingis Khan is



unclear. Perhaps to escape the insalubrious environment, Chingis had left the capital even
before it fell, leaving the final assault to subordinates. Some accounts suggest he was camped
on the Mongolia Plateau at the time, north of the Great Wall, and it was here, perhaps in the
neighborhood of current-day Anghou Lake, that Baha al-Din Razi finally caught up with him. If
Baha al-Din Razi told Juzjani where the meeting took place, the otherwise estimable Persian
historian failed to report it.4Wherever it occurred, the meeting was by Baha al-Din Razi’s own
account congenial. Chingis did parade some Chin prisoners before the members of the
embassy, including a captured son of the Chin emperor, in an apparent attempt to further
demonstrate his domination of the Chin Dynasty, but he soon got down to the business at hand,
which was the promotion of trade relations with his Muslim neighbors to the west. According to
Juzjani, the Mongol chieftain told Baha al-Din Razi to relay the following message to the
Khwarezmshah:“Say ye unto Khwarezm Shah, ‘I am the sovereign of the sun-rise, and thou the
sovereign of the sun-set. Let there be between us a firm treaty of friendship, amity, and peace,
and let traders and karwans [caravans] on both sides come and go, and let the precious
products and ordinary commodities which are in my territory be conveyed by them into thine,
and those of thine, in the same manner, let them bring into mine.’”5Rashid al-Din puts the
following speech into Chingis’s mouth:“We should undertake and support each other in times of
need and to ensure the security of the caravan routes from disastrous incidents in order that
merchants, on whose flourishing trade the welfare of the world depends, may move freely hither
and thither . . .”6There is no reason to believe that Chingis Khan was not sincere in these
declarations. The nomads of the Mongolian Plateau had alway oriented themselves south, and
the plundering and defeat of sedentary China was their age-old goal. This, Chingis was well on
his way to accomplishing. But trade was also of utmost importance to the nomads of the North.
Fabrics, clothes, grain, iron, and other metals were all in high demand and could be acquired
only through exchanges with sedentary societies. Much of the commerce between Mongolia
and China was already conducted by Muslim merchants, and Chingis was well aware that the
Muslims merchants of Khwarezmia controlled much of the trade on the Silk Road stretching from
northern China, which he now controlled, to the Mediterranean Sea.7 By establishing trade
relations with the Khwarezmshah, he would be able utilize the skills and experience of these
traders. Moreover, although the Chin capital been taken by the Mongols and the Chin had
retreated south, they were still at this time staging furious rearguard actions and were
threatening to retake a few cities previously conquered by Chingis’s generals. Other Mongol
troops were tied down in Mongolia itself to guard against revolts by the various tribes already
subjugated by Chingis. Thus he may have sincerely wanted to encourage trade with the
sedentary societies to the west in order to secure his own position in the east, which may not
have been quite as secure as he let on to the Khwarezmshah.The Khwarezmshah had a
different agenda. He had dispatched the embassy to China mainly to ascertain the strength of
Chingis, who he considered a potentially dangerous rival, and was not interested in promoting
trade, which in his view would only make Chingis Khan and the Mongols stronger and more of a



threat to himself. In this he was at odds with the powerful mercantile class of his own state, which
very much wanted to establish trade relations with the Mongols now controlling the eastern end
of the Silk Road. This fissure between the Khwarezmshah’s ambitions, which centered upon
increasing the extent of his empire by conquest, and those of many of his subjects, who were
more interesting in fulfilling their millennium-old role as trade intermediaries between the Orient
and the Occident, would continue to widen and eventually have disastrous consequences for
the Khwarezmshah and Khwarezmian Empire as a whole.Since at least the second century b.c.,
the people known as Sogdians, inhabitants of the oasis cities of Mawarannahr, the land between
the Amu Darya and Syr Darya rivers, had been trading with China far off to the east. Sogdian
merchants around this time were familiar with Chang’an (the current-day city of Xian), which
would later become perhaps the most important eastern terminus of the Silk Road, and they
also initiated trade with the Xiongnu (Hunni) peoples of current-day Mongolia. According to
Chinese sources, “At birth honey was put in their mouth [so they would be adept at the sweet talk
often needed to seal a deal] and gum was put on their hands [so that any money they touched
stuck to them] . . . they learned the trade from the age of five . . . and at twelve were sent to do
business in a neighboring state.”8 To the west they eventually extended their trade networks into
Iran and across Asia Minor to Constantinople, capital of the Byzantine Empire.9 Such was their
business acumen and the reach of their commercial contacts that their very name—Sogdians—
became synonymous with “merchant”, and their language, an early form of Persian, would serve
as the lingua franca of the great trade routes that connected the Occidental and Oriental worlds.
With the incursion of Arab-speaking Muslims into Mawarannahr starting in the late seventh
century and the later invasions of Turkic peoples, the Sogdians were slowly subsumed and by
the tenth century had largely disappeared as a distinct people. Yet the more than thousand-year
old tradition of far-reaching trade networks that they had established lived on in the thirteenth-
century Muslim traders of Khwarezmia. According to Juvaini:wherever profit or gain was
displayed, in the uttermost West or the farthermost East, thither [Muslim] merchants would bend
their steps. And since the Mongols were not settled in any town and there was no concourse of
merchants and travellers to them, articles of dress were a great rarity amongst them and the
advantages of trading with them well known. For this reason three persons, Ahmad of Khujand
[in current-day Tajikistan], the son of the Emir Husain, and Ahmad Balchikh, decided to journey
together to the countries of the East, and having assembled an immeasurable quantity of
merchandise—golden embroidered fabrics, cottons, zandanichi [an exotic fabric produced only
in Zandana, a village about fifteen miles north of Bukhara, in Mawarannahr], and whatever else
they thought suitable—they set their faces to the road.10It is not exactly clear when this trade
mission occurred, nor where its members finally encountered Chingis Khan. The Russian
Orientalist V. Barthold (1869–1930) suggests that the three merchants accompanied the fact-
finding mission of Baha al-Din Razi. Trade, diplomacy, and spying were inextricably linked at the
time (as they still may be), and it is possible the traders finally met up with the Mongol Khan
when he was camped north of the Great Wall in the autumn of 1215. Juzjani does not mention



the traders, however. On the other hand, Juvaini, who gives an account of the trade mission,
does not mention the embassy, nor does he enlighten us as to when and where the traders met
with Chingis Khan.In any case, by the time the three merchants from the realm of the
Khwarezmshah arrived, Chingis Khan was already actively encouraging trade. Merchants
arriving at the borders of his domains were given safe conduct passes and their merchandise
carefully examined. If officials determined that their wares might be of interest to Chingis himself
they were sent to his court for an interview. The wares from Khwarezmia were deemed to be of
sufficient worth for the merchants to be sent directly to Chingis’s camp, wherever he may have
been at the time. According to Juvaini, the Muslims were warmly welcomed: “For in those days
the Mongols regarded the Moslems with the eye of respect, and for their dignity and comfort
would erect them clean tents of white felt.”11Perhaps the friendly reception they received made
the merchants over-confident. The merchant Ahmad Balchikh was the first to offer his
merchandise directly to Chingis. Unwisely, he set an exorbitant price on this wares, demanding
three balish of gold coins for pieces of fabric which sold for twenty or thirty dinars in Khwarezmia.
One balish was probably equal to about seventy-five dinars at the time, so the merchant was
asking 225 dinars for a length of fabric which sold for twenty or thirty dinars in Khwarezmia.12
This was an exorbitant markup even by Silk Road standards, and Chingis was understandably
outraged. “‘Does this fellow think that fabrics have never been brought to us before?’” he
bellowed.13 In order to demonstrate to Ahmad Balchikh that he wasn’t dealing with gullible
rubes and country bumpkins, Chingis ordered that he be shown a storehouse bulging with
similar fabrics already procured by the Mongols. He then confiscated all of the merchant’s goods
and put him under house arrest.His two companions were called in next. Chary from of the
treatment of their fellow trader, they refused to set a price on the their goods, saying simply that
they brought them for the Khan’s delectation. Mollified by this approach, Chingis then offered
them a balish of gold for each length of gold and silk brocade and a balish of silver for each
length of cotton and zandanichi. This still represented a handsome profit for the merchants.
Chingis then released Ahmad Balchikh and bought his confiscated fabrics at the same price.
Obviously he wanted to remain on good terms with these merchants who could provide him with
the luxurious fabrics that he and his fellow Mongols valued so highly.
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Verified Reader, “Don Croner, Historian, Translator, Photographer. Don Croner is a thorough and
detail oriented historian. His books provide an immersion into the Mongolian culture, religion, art,
and conquests. I have read many books that explore Central Asia and usually rely on maps from
a company called "Omnimaps" out of Mebane, NC so that I can follow along the journey. I highly
recommend all of Mr. Croner's works. His writing is accessible and modern. His knowledge is a
treasure for the people of Mongolia and anyone who wishes to learn more about their culture.Be
sure to check out his Blog for fascinating adventures and excellent photography.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Very good, but not a stand alone work.. The author does a decent job
covering this segment of Chingis Khan’s career. Covering events that occurred so long ago is
always challenging, but Don Corner provides an in depth account of the fall of the Khwarezmian
empire.There are, however, some areas where this book falls short.First, there are absolutely no
maps to provide any geographic location for the areas covered. The reader is forced to rely on
the author's descriptions to try to develop an idea of the layout of the various locations.Second,
whenever a new character or location enters the scene the author will break off from the
narrative to provide the figure's background. This is a common practice with history writers, but
in this case the transition is made with an almost audible "thunk." This happens so frequently it is
often difficult to keep track of what is currently happening (ie. the Mongol invasion) and what
happened decades or centuries before.Third, the author, while covering most events admirably,
completely leaves out others. I can think of three such events off the top of my head which
Corner doesn't even mention, -Jebe and Jochi leading 30,000 men over the Pamir mountains in
the middle of winter to divert the enemy's attention from the Khan’s main advance -The
Khwarezmshah's mother, Terken Khatan, being forced to march bare headed at the front of the
Khan’s army as a warning to his enemies, following her capture. -Jochi and Chagatai quarreling
so bitterly they botched the siege of Termez, forcing Chingis Khan to send Ogodei to take
over.Overall, this is a good book for anyone interested in these events, but is better paired with
other books.Personally, I recommend Gengis Khan: His Conquests, His Empire, His Legacyby
Frank McLynn”

Saya Tursunova, “Danke. Danke”

The book by Don Croner has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 4 people have provided feedback.
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